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      "He who is without a newspaper is    

  cut off from his species". 

      -P.T.Barnum, 

      Author, Publisher, Philanthropist,  

      New York. 

 

Abstract 

 The intention of the research is to highlight the unrepresented domestic workers, 

street beggars, street vendors, street dwellers, migrants, refugees, and the newspaper 

narratives about them and the consequent social effects. The media occupies a key site and 

performs a crucial role in the public representation of unequal social relations and the play of 

cultural power. The media can also serve to affirm the social and cultural diversity and 

moreover, provide crucial spread in and through which imposed identities or interests of 

others can be resisted, challenged and changed.  



IJELLH (International Journal of English Language, Literature in Humanities) Vol. 7, Issue 4, April 2019            647 

 
 

 Today, the media landscape is fast changing and in that the newspaper is a 

predominant one. At present, the research studies increasingly deploy an array of textual 

methods of analysis when examining the myths, narratives, discourse and languages 

embedded within media representation of unrepresented. The articles published in the 

newspapers reflect the readers thought through “Letters to Editor” “Mail Bag”, “Yethir Oli”, 

“Ippadiku Evarkal”, column. The analysis conducted in this aspect is through the critical 

concepts of ideology, power and conflict interacting with social formations. The researcher 

tries to explore the current deviation of mass media which creates a strong feeling of 

sympathy, empathy, apathy or empower among the public on the message disseminated from 

the newspaper articles. It may create a better situation to the unrepresented people of the 

society as Sonia Sotomayor said “we educated, privileged professionals have a moral duty to 

represent the under represented in our society, to ensure that justice exists for all, both legal 

and economic justice”(22). 

 

Key Words: Context specific, Cultural diversity, Cultural power, Discourse analysis, 

Marginalized, Social Upliftment. 

 

1. Introduction 

 Mass media is communication, that can be written, spoken or broadcast.  Some of the 

most popular forms of mass media are news papers, magazines, radio, advertisements, social 

media, television, internet and films.  Mass communication refers to the technology that is 

used to communicate to a large group, or groups of people in a short time frame. Thus, the 

mass media industry employs professionals to conceive, produce, promote and deliver 

communication products that are specifically designed to meet the goal of attracting large 

audiences.   
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2. Mass Media Today 

 Mass media plays a vital part in informing, educating and entertaining the public and 

eventually performs a fundamental role.  It connects the world to individuals by reproducing 

the image of society.  It has thus become a key player at the heart of contemporary society.  

The major role of media is keeping the public abreast of current events and raising awareness 

of various issues in any society.  The media is the primary means through which public 

opinion is shaped and at times manipulated. The media system is itself an important 

mechanism for collective self reflection.  By staging a public dialogue in which diverse 

interests participate, the media should also play a direct role in assisting the search for an area 

of common agreement and compromise.  It should also provide a way in which people can 

engage in a wider public discourse that can result in the modification of those social attitudes 

affecting social relationships between individuals and groups.  In the arena of mass media the 

newspaper is the first of its kind. 

 

3. Newspaper Today 

 With the emergence of the new media, newspaper have been based on the spread of 

the printing press from which, the publishing press derives its name.  Histoman Johannes 

Welber said; “at the same time, then, as the printing press in the  physical, technological 

sense was invented, "the press" in the extended sense of the word also entered the historical 

stage”(42). The phenomena of publishing was born.  The printing press spread news faster 

than anything before its time and introduced printing of not only newspapers but books as 

well.  

 The term newspaper became common in the 17th century.  In the late 17th  century, the 

content of newspapers were more on local issues. However, they were discernibly 

newspapers because, they were printed, dated, appeared at regular and frequent publication 
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intervals, and included a variety of news items. In 1766 the country Sweden was the first to 

pass a law defending press liberty. In 1844 the development of the telegraph changed the 

print media. Newspapers appeared for more people around the world.  

 During the middle of the 19th century, newspapers became the vital means of 

publishing and receiving information. Thus, the period from 1890 to 1920, is known as the 

“golden age” of the print media. 

 The Press was introduced in India during the British rule. It was an Englishman who 

launched the first newspaper in India in the year 1780 and called it an Indian newspaper. On 

January 29th, 1780 James Augustus Hicky published the first Indian newspaper from 

Calcutta. It was named as The Bengal Gazette or the Calcutta General Advertise.  

 Today news papers typically include short articles, editorial, ephemeral topics, sports, 

business, readers view, women, some illustrations and service articles, classifieds, arts and 

culture global and so on.  They are written by multiple and devitrified authors. 

 Thus, it is a means of canvassing news or opinion.  It has been described as a 

developed system in a State or Country, whose aim is to provide information about recent 

happenings, influencing people, leading people's opinions, enlightening, controlling 

government etc.   

 

4. Newspaper Discourse 

 Discourses refer to what an author signifies by means of a text or what a text really 

conveys to its reader.  Whatever is transmitted through a specific text may address deeper 

points referring to ideological intendments.  In other words, discourse is grounded on how 

texts function as meanings of manifesting or persecuting precise perspectives about the 

world.  Recently, communication through media has been the focus of attention in linguistic 

research.  A traditional way of transmitting information is through the newspaper.  Yet, the 
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style of the expression employed in such a communication tool as a newspaper changes 

remarkably from source to source. 

 Discourse analysis is committed to an investigation of what the language is used for.  

One desiring to understand human beings has to seek discourse. Therefore the available uses 

of discourse analysis are almost countless.  Further, as far as newspapers are concerned, the 

discourse analysis is used in a scholarly way to pick out vocabulary that would transfer 

peculiar meanings to their intended readers in a land of cultural diversity - the existence of a 

variety of cultural or ethnic groups within the society. 

 

5. Subaltern Narratives in Newspapers 

 The term 'subaltern' has emerged as a synonym for the marginalised, following its 

usage by Antonio Gramsci in his Prison Note Books, “possibly as a substitute for the term 

'proletariat' devised to escape the censorship regime of his jailors”(1). 

 The term was taken up by Ranajit Guha who defined it as “the demographic 

difference between the total Indian Population and all……………. Elite”(8).  This became 

the point of departure for the subaltern studies collective in south Asian historiography.  

Gayatri Spivak, in the ground breaking essay Can the Subaltern Speak, pointed out that “the 

subaltern is always represented by others who speak on their behalf. Suggesting that the 

subaltern is entwined with a certain degree of voicelessness and called in to question the 

collective effort to speak for the subaltern”(21).  As Jay Maggio pointed out, “speaking for 

the subaltern does not retrieve a subaltern voice, for the act of empowering itself has a 

silencing effect”(427). 

 The whole mass media, particularly newspapers portray the pictures of the 

marginalized viz., street dwellers, street vendors, street beggars, domestic workers, migrants, 

refugees, might suggest that the subaltern can in deed speak, be heard, perform resistance, 
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challenge political and cultural powers - the ability to influence or outright control the 

behaviour of people.  The growth of newspapers and its diversified articles in the editorial 

and news to attract sizable readers, the plight of marginalized or subaltern has become greatly 

permeable.  This brings to mind that subalternity is not a frozen identity with fixed contours 

and concretized details, but a changing one, responding to time and context. 

 'Marginalized,' in another term 'unrepresented', has always been present in the society, 

leading isolated and lonely lives, mostly unnoticed.  They do everything, but ever seem to 

gain anyone's attention.  For this study the articles of marginalized published and readers' 

reflections shown in “Letters to Editor”, “Mail Bag”, “Yethir Oli”, “Ippadiku Evarkal” of The 

Hindu, The New Indian Express, Hindu Tamil and Thina Thanthi newspapers are selected as 

data.  The Hindu (English), Hindu Tamil (Tamil) newspapers are having high profile readers 

while The New Indian Express (English) and Thina Thanthi (Tamil) are having readers from 

all walks of life. 

 The Hindu (English) newspaper carried articles, “How can Begging being an Offence 

if Govt. Unable to Provide Good Jobs”, “Protecting Street Vendors”, “A Looming Refugee 

Crisis”, “At Home and in the World - Deporting Refugees would Run counter to India's 

Obligations under Domestic and International Law." “Staring at Statelessness - Migrants 

from Bangladesh”, “Conditions of Street Dwellers Unchanged”, “Policy of Domestic 

Workers Ready”, for kindling the thought of the readers.  News is one of most important 

things in most peoples lives.  However, the newspaper remains the most time-honoured 

medium through which news is delivered to people of all ages throughout the country.  

Readers reflected their views in the 'letters to editor' column in The Hindu newspaper.  Same 

and similar problem related articles are published in other data newspapers in a manner liked 

by their readers.  The New Indian Express (English) shows an average standard of English.  

The Hindu Tamil (Tamil) is a high sounding language newspaper and Thina Thanthi (Tamil) 
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is a newspaper for the readers of informal knowledge in Tamil.  The headlines of the articles 

are so designed to win the readers to read, share, react to a rich source of information.  To get 

the voices of readers, The New Indian Express, Hindu Tamil and Thina Thanthi are having 

column. “Mail Bag”, “Ippadiku Evarkal” and “Yethir Oli”.  The views of the readers consist 

of appreciation, opinion, suggestion and future tentative ideas, which help the thinkers, social 

activists, bureaucrats and politician to chart out solutions to the problem encountered.  

Further more, The Hindu has gone ahead by having a panel of experts views in the “OPED” 

page on the burning topic published as articles in different connotation, “Left, Right, Centre”; 

“Yes, No, it’s complicated” etc. and leave it to the readers assimilation and exposure, a way 

to change their thinking emanates alternative ideas and imaginaries.  Thus, social 

conversation leads to the inheritance of social and cultural power to improve their social life. 

 

6. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Social Upliftment 

 Critical discourse analysis basically studies the social forms of society such as: 

inequality, dominance, social power abuse, and how these forms are enacted, legitimized, 

reproduced, and resisted by text and talk in the social and political context. According to 

Fairclough and Wodak “there are some basic tenets of CDA.  First, CDA addresses social 

problems.  Second, it does ideological work.  Third, it constitutes society and culture.  Fourth, 

discourse analysis is interpretative and explanatory”( 249-287). 

 The critical discourse analysis locates power in the arena of language as a social 

practice.  Power, however, can take on both liberating and oppressive forms. Yet, according 

to Wodak et.al, “Power is about relations of difference, and particularly about the effects of 

differences in social structure.  The constant unity of language and other social matters 

ensures that language is entwined in social power in a number of ways: language indexes and 

expresses power, and is involved where there is contention over and a challenge to power. 
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Power does not necessarily derive from language, but language can be used to challenge 

power, to subvert it, to alter distributions of power in the short and the long term”(10). Thus 

language provides a finely articulated vehicle for differences in power in hierarchical social 

structures. 

 The data articles, and reader’s views created flutter in the minds of the common man 

to bureaucrats.  Thus, the interpersonal communication has became a mass communication of 

community, which leads to the submission of petition to find solutions to the news article 

problem to the authorities and Public Interest Litigation (PIL) is also filed in the court of law-

Supreme Court of India.  It is clear that the articles carried some hidden messages or 

ideologies of pity to recourse which compelled the common man and the judiciary to look 

into it.  The observation of the Honourable Supreme Court covering all the data articles that 

the rights and liberties enshrined under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution came to a 

grinding halt.   Further, expressed in angst and threw up a counter, asking what should the 

court do when there is no governance and citizens rights are violated because of the 

governments apathy and inaction. It means, every citizen of the nation has to be provided 

facilities for a minimum standard of living by the government.  Thus, it also creates a space 

to the authorities to open their eyes to uplift the marginalized to exalt their living by positive 

psychological thinking.  Thereby the possibility of social upliftment or upward mobility can 

be ensured or not, visualized. The idea that fell out of the mouth of the learned judges is 

emphatic and kind, because of the wordings of the data articles in different structures of 

discourse and the language employed.  This made them to view the problem from a higher 

stance and to gain a comprehensive view of the problem. 
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7. Conclusion 

 According to Fairclough, “ the wording or vocabulary is the best indication of 

ideology in a text”(115).  Thus, language of the text is the most powerful instrument which 

can be utilized to exploit and manipulate the people.  The critical analysis of the data articles, 

“Letters to Editor”, “Mail Bag”, “Ippadiku Evarkal”, “Yethir Oli” reproduces the readers 

expression in collective in the form of empathy, sympathy, apathy or empower in context 

specific which in turn awakens the general masses to know and suggest a solution to the 

problem. In short, with the help of CDA, the analysis of data newspapers indicate how simple 

articles carry writers hidden ideology and the power of using proper effective words in a text 

to serve their purpose of attracting more and more readers.  More, through reading and 

knowing the content of the article, the reader activates their schemata and may discover the 

required points and hidden message. The perception is that critical discourse analysis needs to 

be used to critically examine the true picture beyond the published. 
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